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SIMMONS DELIVERS FUNDS TO  

ROCKY HILL HOME 
 
NORWICH - Rep. Rob Simmons, R-2nd District, today joined Veterans’ Administration Secretary James 
Nicholson to present a check in the amount of $21.9 million to the Rocky Hill Veterans Home for 
construction of a new 125-bed health care facility. The check is 65 percent of the total project cost. The 
state of Connecticut will provide approximately $7.5 million.  The ground breaking ceremony is 
expected to be held later this summer and a completion date will be set for early 2008. 
 
Today’s presentation is the second award recently provided to the Rocky Hill Veterans Home. A $4.6 
million water distribution project was funded by a $3.4 million VA grant. 
 
The federal funds for today’s presentation, which Simmons helped secure, became available after the 
state of Connecticut committed funding for the new project.  
 
Congressman Simmons said, “I was pleased earlier this year when Governor Jodi Rell announced that 
state funding would be available for the hospital. We were able to leverage that state money to secure 
the federal funds necessary to make the much-needed improvements to the home. ” 
 
In September 2004, Congressman Simmons and Governor Rell announced nearly $31 million in federal 
funding to upgrade the hospital and construct an assisted living center for veterans. The Rocky Hill 
projects were chosen from a list of 131 programs across the nation that deserved federal attention. 
Simmons lauded the event as a “great example” of the state and federal government working together. 
 
Simmons said, “I have been working to bring funds to Rocky Hill for years. The facility is nearly 70 
years old and today is another milestone in our effort to refurbish the home. In 2003 and 2004, when I 
served as chairman of the House Veterans’ Affairs Health Subcommittee, I worked with state 
lawmakers, the governor and then VA Secretary Anthony Principi to secure funds for a construction 
project to modernize a 230-bed skilled nursing care facility at Rocky Hill. After all, our veterans gave 
America first class service and now it’s our turn to provide them with first class care.” 
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